Republic of the Philippines
Bepartment of Education

"~ REGION III .
Schools Division Office of Bulacan

February 13, 2023
DIVISION MEMORANDUM
No. 04F s. 2023

To:  Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Division Chiefs
Education Program Supervisors
Public Schools District Supervisors _
Elementary and Secondary School Heads
School Health Section Personnel
All Others Concerned

1. Anent to OASGFO-2022-102, entitled Department of Health’s
Recommendations to prevent Hand and Foot and Mouth Disease dated
January 25, 2023, there is an increasing number of cases of Hand Foot
and Mouth Disease (HFMD), thus this Office reiterates the DOH
recommendations to prevent Hand Foot and Mouth Disease.

2. To prevent the spread of this highly transmissible disease among our
school children, DOH encourages the following actions:

1. Ensure that handwashing facilities in schools are utilized and
always functional and that water and soap are always available;

2. Coordinated with Local Chief Executive through Local Health Units
for regular disinfection of classrooms and offices;

3. Utilize all locally available information and campaign materials
including playbooks for schools on hand, hygiene and sanitation;

4. Intensify information dissemination on proper handwashing to
students, teachers and all school personnel; and

5. Inform parents of students to also monitor other family members for
signs and symptoms and seek immediate medical advice when these
are present.

3. Wide dissemination and strict compliance to this Memorandum is
enjoined.

ROWENA (I} QUIAMBAO, CESE
Assistant Schools Division Superintenident
OIC- Schools Division Superintendent

Address: Provincial Capitol Compound, Brgy. Guinhaws, City of Malolos, Bulacan
Website: https://bulacandeped.com Email: bulacan@deped.gov.ph
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Dear Hon. Duterte:;

The Department of Health (DOH) is concerned with the recent health events and surveillance
reports on the increasing number of cases of Hand Foot and Mouth Disease (HFMD).

According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), HFMD is a very contagious viral disease
that is most common in children and it spreads quickly in schools and daycare centers. The
disease can be easily transmitted through person-to-person’ contact (e.g. hugging, kissing,
sharing  cups/utensils); respiratory droplets (e.g. virus particles spread from
sneezing,coughing) and contact with contaminated surfaces and objects (e.g. contaminated
doorknobs, toys then touching the eyes, nose, mouth). Signs and symptoms include fever,
sores in the mouth, hands, palms, fingers and soles.

The DOH has already recorded 541 HFMD cases in Albay Province and most of which-
occurred only in a month-long period. Oas Municipality has the highest number of cases (162
cases as of December 2, 2022). The Albay Central School has already initiated preventive
measures, like disinfection of classrooms and information dissemination.

Clustéring of cases was also detected in other pfovihces like Cagayan and Isabela with 45 and
29 cases respectively. There were also feports. in Mariveles, Bataan and in Trinidad and
Mankayan of Benguet.

To prevent the spread of this highly transmissible disease amongst our school children, the
DOH shares with you the following recommendations for DepEd’s consideration:

e Ensure that handwashing facilities in all schools are utilized and always functional
and that water and soap are always available.

¢ Coordinate with Local Chief Executives, through the Local Health Units for regular
disinfection of classrooms and school offices. '

e Utilize all locally available information and campaign materials, including the DOH
Playbooks for Schools on Hand Hygiene and Sanitation.

® Tntensify information dissemination on proper handwashing to students, teachers, and
all school personnel.

e Inform patents of students to. also monitor other family members for signs and
symptoms and to seek immediate medical advice when these are present.

We hope that we have provided your Department with relevant information that can be
disseminated to-students, teachers and othet school staff, DepEd is a crucial government
agency that can support the DOH in controlling this infectious.disease that is mostly affecting
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Direct Line: 711-9502; 711-9503 Fax: 743-1829 & URL: http:/fwww.doh.gov.ph; c-mail: dobosécipdob.soxnh



our chlldren Rest assured that the DOH is more than grateful to provide assistance and
support on any activities-of DepEd that aims to address and prevent HFMD.

Thank you very much for your utmost cooperation on this public health issue.

Very truly yours,

MARIA ROSARID S.
Officer-in-Charge |
Department of He'_ lth

VERGEIRE, MD, MPH, CESO II









DQY’&D ) ‘ DepEd Bulacan <bulacan@deped.gov.ph>

Fwd:' [OAS‘GFO-20‘22-1702]‘ Dve'pértmentv of ‘Héaifh'é .Recorﬁme.n.dati.ohs td Prevent Héndilv-."o.o't and B
Mouth Disease

Directorate Office <ord.ro3@deped.gov.ph> Wed, Feb 1, 2023 at 5:20 PM
To: sdo.r3@deped.gov.ph

—--—-= Forwarded message ~-— -
From: may eclar <may.eclar@deped.gov.ph>
Date: Wed, Feb 1, 2023 at 5:07 PM

Subject: Fwd: [OASGFO-2022-102] Department of Health's Recommendations to Prevent Hand Foot and Mouth Disease
To: Directorate Office <ord.ro3@deped.gov.ph>

Please refer to all SDOs for dissemination

———— Forwarded message =-—--—--

From: Office of the Assistant Secretary for Operations <asec.ops@deped.gov.ph>

Date: Wed, Feb 1, 2023 at 4:57 PM

Subject: [OASGF0-2022-102] Department of Health's Recommendations to Prevent Hand Foot and Mouth Disease

To: TOLENTINO AQUINO <tolentino.aquino@deped.gov.ph>, Benjamin Paragas <benjamin.paragas@deped.gov.ph>, may eclar
<may.eclar@deped.gov.ph>, ALBERTO ESCOBARTE <alberto.escobarte@deped.gov.ph>, NICOLAS CAPULONG
<nicolas.capulong@deped.gov.ph>, SADSAD, GILBERT <gilbert.sadsad@deped.gov.ph>, RAMIR UYTICO <ramir.uytico@deped.gov.ph>,
SALUSTIANO JIMENEZ <salustiano.jimenez@deped.gov.ph>, EVELYN FETALVEROQ <evelyn.fetalvero@deped.gov.ph>, RUTH FUENTES
<ruth.fuentes@deped.gov.ph>, ARTURO BAYOCOT <arturo.bayocot001@deped.gov.ph>, ALLAN FARNAZO
<allan.farnazo@deped.gov.ph>, CARLITO ROCAFORT <carlito.rocafort@deped.gov.ph>, <ma.ledesma002@deped.gov.ph>, ESTELA
CARINO <estela.carino@deped.gov.ph>, Willie CABRAL <wilfredo.cabral@deped.gov.ph>

Cc: REVSEE ESCOBEDO <revsee.escobedo@deped.gov.ph>, FRANCIS CESAR BRINGAS <francis.bringas@deped.gov.ph>, Dexter
Galban <dexter.galban@deped.gov.ph>, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Project Management, BHROD and Field Operations
<oure@deped.gov.ph>, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Youth Affairs and Special Concerns <pasyasc@deped.gov.ph>, Vjisyl
Guadalquiver <vjisyl.guadalquiver@deped.gov.ph>, Oscar Afos Jr. <oscar.afos@deped.gov.ph>, Aster Joshua Mostrales
<aster.mostrales@deped.gov.ph>, Haidee Dacquel <haidee.dacquel@deped.gov.ph>

Dear Regional Directors:
Good day!

This Office respectfully transmits the signed memorandum by Undersecretary Revsee Escobedo, Assistant Secretary Francis Cesar Bringas,

and Assistant Secretary Dexter Galban relative to the Department of Health's recommendation to prevent Hand Foot and Mouth Disease
(HFMD).

Please see attached file, for wide dissemination and appropriate action.

Thank you very much.

Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Operations (OASOPS)

. asec.ops@deped.gov.ph

(02) 8634 - 7156

Department of Education
DepEd Complex, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City

www.deped.gov.ph
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