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_ Public Elementary and Secoridary Beh ol Heads
~ All Others Concerned

REITERATION OF DEPED POLICIES ON ELECTIONEERING ANEY
PARTISAN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES

1 In connectmn thh the upecoming May 9, 2022 National and Local

.Electlons the. Departmem through Memorandum OM-OURQ-22-0030

.. reiterates the ‘existing policies in relation to. electzoneenng and partisan
.pohtlcal activities:

On the parthpatwn and/or involvement of Depkd personnel

POJ Memorandum Circular No. 003, November 17, 2021 with the
subject,. “Reminder td Uphﬂld fhe Pringiple of Political Neutmlzty in the
Government Service at All Times” stipulates. that “public. officials and.
employees must sll' the more uphold pohtmal neutra]rty in the
government service, maintain professionalism in the. discharge of their
duties, and guarantee that goverhment programs are. admuustered fiva
nonpartisat manmner.”

DepEd Order No. 048, series of 2018 or the Prohibition on Electioneering
and: Partisan: Political Activity’ emphasized. Article TX-B, Section 2(b),
paragraph 4 of the 1987 Phlhppme Constitution which states that “No-
officer or employee in the civil service shall engage, dlrectly orindirectly,
in any electloneenng or partlsan pohtlcal campaign.”

O the use of schoels for partisan political activities

ﬁepEd Memorandum No- 31, series of 2019 or the “Acﬁmﬁes that
Constitute Electioneering and .Partisan Political Acﬁm;ﬂ l}unng the
Campaign Period in Corinection. with the May 13, 2019 National and Local
Elections” states under Seetion 7 that “political neufrality shall be
observed at all times and. everyone is-enjoined to make a unified stand
that the schools are netitral zones”. Hence, invitations and. requests 1o
DepEd officials and employees to participate it consultative assemblies
and meetlngs sha11 not be: allowed. The conduct of such. everts shall also
be prohibated inside public school premxses
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DepEd Order No. 57, series of 2005 or On the Participation of: Students
in Partisan Political: Activities stipulates that “academic discussion of
current national issues is encouraged as: long as itis within the confines
of the classroom.” {Séction 3). The same DepEd Order also empliasized
that partlsan political rallies are not the proper means for objectively
learning issues as these activitiés expose the elementary and high school
students to uninecessary danger and rigk™ (Section 4); Lastly, it is thereby:
stated that schoel adminjstrators are urged to avoid the partzmpatmn of
elementary and high school students in partisan political activities
during class hours so as not to disrupt classes (Section 5).

DepEd Order No. 47, series of ‘2014 or the Constifution tnd By~Laws of
the Supreme Pupil Government dnd Supreme Student Governmernit in
Elementary and Secondary Schools provxdes that Supreme Student:
Governments (SSGs). are not empowered to join in pdrtisan pohtmal
‘activities. However, the student-miembers of the 8SGs have the right to
participate in such activities as an individual, subject to several

- reasonable limitations.

DepEd Memorandum No. 55; series of 2021 or the Recommended
Programs, Projects, and Activifies of the Student Gavernment for School
Year 2021-2022 details. the recommended, programs and activities that.
constitute the establishment of learner support systems to facilitate the.
-provision of psychosocial’ support, health and safety measures; and-
remediation and enhancement to all types of learners..

2, Enclosed herewith is Memorandum OM-OURQ-22- 0030 from Atty.
Revsee A. Escobedo, Undersecretaty for Field Operatlons, Palarong
Pambanga Secretariat, and DEACO, which provides the complete details
of DepEd policies relative to electioneering and partisan pohtical
activities.

3. Immediate dissemination of and sitict compliance with this '

- memorandum is desired. '
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DATE'

OM-OURO-22-0030:
TO: REGIONAL DIRECTORB
-801!001:5 DMBIQN SUPERINT EHDENTS
PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND' BECONDARY SCHOOL HEAI)S
ALL OTHERB CONCERNED
FROM
Undersecretary
Field Operahuns .Palarong PambansaSecretariat, and: DEACO
SUBJECT REITERATION OF DEPED POLICIES ON ELECTIONEERING
AND PARTISAN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES

_ Marchll 2022 o

In conrection v.nth the upcummg May 9, 2022 Natxonal and’ chcal Electlons, this
Office would like toreiterate the existing pohcms of the Department of Education in
relation to Electioneering and Political Partisan Activities:

A. On the participation and/or involvement of Depid Personnel:

L

Department of Justice (DOJ) Memorandum Circular No. 003

dated November 17, 2021

' DOJ M.C. No. 003 provides for a copy of a Memorandum from

Executive Secietary. Salvador C. Medialded. w:th the subject,

“Reminder to Uphold the. Prineciple .of Political Neutraizty in the
Goverriment Service at-All Times,®

The- said Memoranduin stipulates that “public: officials and
employees must all the more uphicid po!itical neutrality in the

government service; mainfain professionalistn in the discharge of

their duties, and guarantee that government programs are

adniinistered in & nonpartisan manner.”

DepEd Order No. 048 s. 2018or the Prohibitior: on. Elechoneenng and
Partisan Palitical Activity

COURC IR RNRT 1

Office-of fhe Ungd

etony tor Fletd Openh; P Pomb 5 ond DEACO .

-Deparfment of Education, Central Ofice;. Meralco Avenue, Pasig City, {Room 515 ‘Maobint8uilding)
Tel. No: {02) 4318492 Foch {02)-633 53 1%,
Email: usec.regups@deped gov.ph



DO No. 048, s. 2018 emphasized Article IX-B, Section 2(b),
paragraph 4 of the 1987 Constitution. that states “no officer or
em;»loyee in the civil service shall engage, direcﬂy or indirectly,
in any electioneering or partisan political campaign.”

In lise with this, all DepEd: Officials including third. level
officials, teaching amd wnop-teaching persounel, are prohibited
from engaging in any electioneering or partisan political activity.
Further, the aforementioned officials are prohibited from wsing their
position: of authority to influence teaching and/or nonteaching
pemnnel under their supervision or jurisdiction to support any
preferred candidate or political party.

B. On the use of schools for partisan political activities:

L ‘DepEd Memorandum No 31, 8, 2019 or the Acthﬁesﬂmtﬁ‘anstztute
‘Blectioneering and: Partisan Political Activity . During the Campaign
Period in Connection with the May 13, 2019Natwna1and£oual
Elections®

Section 7 states that “political neutrality shall be observed
at all times and everyone is enjoined to meke a unified stand that
the schools are neutral zones”. Invitations and requests to DepEd
officiala and employees to participate in consultative assemblies and.
meetings shall not be allowed, The coniduct of such events shall also
be prohibited inside public school premises.

€. On the participation of Learners:

1. DepBd Order No, 57, 8. 2005 or On the Participation ofStudents in
FPaptisan Political Activities

In this DepBd Order, #t is stipulated that *..Academic
discussion of current national issnes is encournged as long as it is .
within the confines of the classroom.” {Section 3j. ‘Morepver, it s
-emphasized therein that partisan political rallies are ot the proper
means for objectively learning issues as these activities expose
the elementary and high. school stndents to unneceasary danger
and risk” (Section 4). Lastly, it is thereby stated that scheol
administrators are urged to avold the participation of elementary
and high school students in: partisan political activities during
clags houss so a8 not to-disrupt classes (Section 5). '
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il. DepEd Order No. 47, s. 2014 or the Constitution arul By-Laws ofthe-
SupremePupﬂGavemmentandSupreantudeanovenunentm_
‘anid Secondury Schools

“Thé Supreme Student  Government  (8SG} are not
émpowered to join in partisan political activities: Tachided in the
duties and responaxbzhtles of the 88Gs is the provision of alternative.
avenues and activities in which students can pidctice their social and |
civic dutiéss and responeibilities. safely. However, the
student-memhers of the S8Ga have the right to participate in
such activities as an individual, subject to several reasonable
firnitations.

M. Depld Memorandum No, 55, s 2021 or the Recommended
Programs, Projects, and Activities of the Student: Gavernment for School
Year 20212022

This DepEd Memorandum details the recormmended programs
and activities that constitute the establishment of learner: support
systems to- Tacilitate the provision of psychosocial support, health

and safety messures, and remediation and enhancement to-gll types
of learners.

The tecominended activities include student leadership
formation, peer coaching, core values advocacies, and other:
programs that can: safely foster- and provide a sense. of gocial-
responsibility and community ameng ‘studerits.

Immediate: dissernination of and strict comphiance with the aforementioned DepEd
fssuances is desired. '
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