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Legarda said air poliution “is 4 8lobal and nationa public health concern tq which has beer atitibuted millions of premature deaths around the

wotld.” Millionsg more people today are exposed o higher levels of pollution from g Browing number of pollution sourves, The Phi]ippines iz
ranked 70 in IQAir's 2930 list of world’s mogt polhated couniries, f

“Alr polligtion js literalty a Question of life and death, with serioys impacts on cardiovascular and Iespiratory health, O pandemic-defined setting

and the aerosols-borne reality of the Delty vatiant should reming yg today to pay fay greater attention to this issue,” said Legarda, representative of
the lone district of Antique,

Legarda said implementation of the Jaw continues to be a major challenge. “The CoOUNRY's ambient aip quality standards for harmfu] polintants
such as sulfur dioxide (50, nitrons oxide {NO2), and pariicuiage thatter (PM10) have nof been updated since the implementation of the Clean Air
Act way back in 1999, This is certainly unacceptable, The current standards for thege pollutants are skll bageq on the values set in fhe Imp]ementing
Rules and Regulations of the Clean Al Act, all of which fail 1o meet the 2005 WHOQ guidelines, muich less the Upcoming 2021 issuance.”

“We nieed inspirational Teadership, we need decisiveness, but more than mere macho boldness, we need caring leadership that sees the high value
of establishing resjlience at the heart of the coundry’s climate and Pandemic action agenda,” Legarda added,

From smeg hanging over cities o smoke inside the homae, air pollution poses major threat to health ang climate. The combined effects of ambient
{outdoor) and household air pollution cause aboyt seven million prematyre deaths overy year, largely as 4 result of increased mortality from
stroke, heart disease, chronic obstructive Pulmonary disease, lung cancer and acute respiratory infections,

WHO estimateq that 4.2 million premature deaths occnrred worldwide in 2016 as 4 result of outdoor ajy Pollution, 915 of which were in low- and

middle-income regions, while 3.8 million prematyre deaths orearred in the Same year that it attributed o household air pollution, or indoor stioke
due to dirty cookstoves and fuels. ###
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