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centers,” Education Secretary Leonor Magtohs Briones noted ‘

PRESS RELEASE RN
DepEd: Schools are last resort facilities forpwaI clnatlon drive

ollout, the Departniént of
Education (DepEd) sald public schools should only be used é§ last option for vaccination
sites. 1 |-

March 28, 2021 — As the government continues its inoculatrm

“Under our current policy, school buildings should only be use
other place. Existing policies with regard to use of DepEdl\faCI

as a last resort if there is no
Ilhes still apply to vaccination

| I

In a memorandum on the use of DepEd schools and oﬂper lfaC]lltIeS sent to officials and
school heads, Secretary Briones enumerated the fotlowmg general guidelines: {1) schools
shall be the final option as vaccination: sites; (2) it should pass the: requirements of the DOH
and the IATF, and (3) no other COVID-reIated activities must e |conducted in the selected
venues. | i

This echoes the proposition of Presndent Rodrigo Roa Duterte nd the Department of interior
and Local Government (DILG) to only utilize schools should {hbre be no other available
space in the locality. i

The Department’s policy in the implementation of the Ph ippiné National Deployment and
Vaccination Plan (NDVP) for COVID-19 noted that schools| sels uted as last resort should be
in a strategic location with sufficient space, facilities, and hlimal resources among the other
requirements set by the DOH. | : {1
“We are ceaselessly attuning with the DOH and the local gt \‘riernment units (LGUSs) in
determining the schools that are capable to meet their standards ecause we know that not
’ " Secretary Briones said.

all schools have the facilities needed for an immunization jactivit

Putting first the safety and welfare of DepEd personnel rep]c‘)rth nﬁsite and the leamers, the
Education chief stressed that pilot schools identified for face f y-face learning and schools

with ongoing health-related projects are excluded from bemg a ssible vaccination center.

“Since last year until now that we are edging closer to the long-|

efforts in place, the Department WI" make sure that no ‘iea :
schools will be interrupted by this,” she said. ; ‘

\
|
The Regional Offices have the power to allow the use cf SC

based on the endorsement of the Schools Division Offlces (SD
Moreover, LGU and health officials W|ll decide whether} to u

immunization site since utilizing it for both purposes at the sl‘am

L)Eols as vaccination centers

schools as an isolation or
-}i!me is discouraged.

DepEd’s role in promoting informed declsmns on COVID 1 ;v:afccination
i .
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Acknowledging its crucial role in promoting government prc)]eo||Ls DepEd also maintained its
commitment to educate the public and the leamers amidst th | pandemic and help them
make informed decisions regarding the COVID-19 vaccmatTon regram.
“DepEd role is and has always been education. And edgcatll
information, and having the abliity to make correct decisio
information—is as relevant as ever,” Sec. Briones noted.

~having access to correct
based on those available

:44
)

?’
To augment the education campaign on COVID-19 vacci natr nldnve, DepEd will utilize its
muiti-media platforms such as DepEd TV, Depkd Commons anEd social media pages,
learning modules and activities, and leamning action cell (L . sessions to disseminate
integrated information about the benefits, risks, and other n?atte rs related to vaccines.

“Everyone is enjoined to constantly seek opportunities to o #tair _gci'rect information about the
vaccines and vaccination, and about the govemment's plan and efforts related to COVIDG-19
Vaccination,” Briones said, , S
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About the Depariment of Education

The Department of Education (DepEd) formulates, implemerts and coordinates policies,
plans, programs, and projects in the areas of formal and n:m-formal basic education. It
supervises all elementary and secondary education |nst|tut|ons mcludung alternative learning
systems, both public and private; and provides for the estabhslhment and maintenance of a
complete, adequate, and integrated system of basic educatlon relevant fo the goals of
national development. j y
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